[Generalized progressive vaccinia in a child with primary humoral and cellular immunodeficiency (author's transl)].
A case of generalized progressive vaccinia with lethal outcome after smallpox vaccination observed in an 8 months old girl during 1968 is reported. This complication was the first sign of an underlying immune deficiency in this child. The most conspicious findings suggesting a humoral immune defect were an absent serum IgM in combination with decreased IgA and IgG levels. An additional cellular defect was suggested by a generalized hypoplasia of the thymus and the entire lymphatic system as shown during autopsy. Vaccinia virus could be found not only in skin eruptions intra vitam but also in lung, liver and brain tissue in post mortem studies.